
OREGON FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION FIELD REPORTS 

 
 
NORTHEAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 

Wolf Capture and GPS Collaring 
Since the March 2012 Commission meeting two wolves 
were collared with GPS transmitters.  The first, OR 4, 
is the Imnaha Pack alpha male was re-collared March 
28.  He had been GPS collared twice before. Both of 
these collars had failed.  Most recently the GPS element 
of his collar failed in late January 2012 although the 
VHS continued to operate.   
 
Replacing the GPS collar on OR 4 was a high priority 
for ODFW, District staff and the Range Rider hired to 
help livestock producers monitored OR 4’s VHF collar 
to track his movement. For most of the time since the 
GPS element of his collar malfunctioned, OR 4 was in 
forested habitat where safely capturing him would have 
been very difficult.  Trapping was out of the question 
because of the risk of trap induced frostbite due to low 
daily temperatures.   
 
Our monitoring showed that on March 28, OR 4 
moved out on to the Zumwalt Prairie where he was 
accessible for darting from a helicopter. ODFW has 
had a helicopter contracted with Baker Air (Baker City) 
for wolf capture since November 2011 just for this 
purpose and as a result was able to respond quickly to 
this opportunity. While District and Wolf Program 
staff monitored OR 4’s VHF collar from the ground 
and from a fixed wing aircraft, a helicopter picked up 
Wolf Coordinator Russ Morgan in La Grande and 
proceeded to the Zumwalt Prairie where OR 4 was 
immediately darted and re-collared.  Because of close 
coordination between District and Wolf Program staff, 
capture was completed using only three hours of 
helicopter time; the majority of which was actually ferry 
time from Baker Airport.  The collar is used to provide 
information to area livestock producers on the 
whereabouts of the Imnaha wolves. 
 
The second, collar OR 12, is a 96 lb. male of the 
Wenaha Pack trapped by ODFW staff and fitted with a 
GPS collar April 2.  ODFW and US Forest Service 
personnel have been working this pack in effort to get 
one or more members collared since a VHF collared 
Wenaha Pack wolf was found dead in September 2010.   
March 29 a dead elk the pack used was located in a  
 

 
 
snow free area where we could safely trap.  While 
trapping is a safe way to capture a wolf for collaring, 
special precautions are taken to ensure a wolf is not 
injured.  These precautions include using rubber-jawed 
foot hold traps and not trapping in snow and during 
cold weather when there is a risk of trap induced 
frostbite.   
 
After three nights of trapping this wolf was caught in 
one of three traps set around the elk carcass.  OR 12 is 
thought to be 3 years old and may be the Wenaha Pack 
alpha male.  His GPS collar will help us locate the 
Wenaha Pack den site and will allow us to better 
understand the use area of this pack.   
 
We are continuing to monitor the VHF collared Walla 
Walla Pack wolves and intend to place a GPS collar on 
one of the members of this pack as soon as an 
opportunity presents itself. 

 
 
Spring Game Inventories 
Northeast Region spring big game and sage grouse 
inventories were completed in April. 
 
Surveys suggest below average fawn survival across the 
Region.  Elk calf recruitment is below average in most 
units as well.  We speculate that the cold-wet spring last 
year resulted in fewer fawns and calves surviving to this 
past winter.  
 
Moose numbers appear to be increasing in the 
Northeast Region. Enterprise District staff estimates 
that 60 animals now inhabit the Blue Mountains mainly 
in the Wenaha and west Sled Springs units.  Oregon’s 
moose are the Shira’s sub-species that appear to have 
moved in from Idaho through southeastern  
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Washington.  The Shira’s, or Yellowstone moose as it is 
sometimes called, is the smallest of the North 
American moose.   

 
Bighorn sheep herds had average overall survival 
around the Region. Lamb survival in the lower Imnaha 
herd was 61 lambs per 100 ewes this year.  This is 
incredible considering that lamb survival was 21 lambs 
per 100 ewes last year, and was 10 lambs per 100 ewes 
in 2008.  The last time lamb survival exceeded 60 lambs 
per 100 ewes was 2003.   
 
Mountain goat herds are stable and growing.  The 
official goat surveys take place in mid-summer. 
 
Sage grouse surveys suggest bird numbers are down 
slightly in Baker County and stable in Union County. 
 
One interesting result this year has been learning that 
Burrowing Owls are more numerous and widely 
distributed in the sage-steppe of Baker County than we 
had earlier thought.  Burrowing Owls are considered at 
“critical” population levels on ODFW’s Sensitive 
Species List.  An OSU intern working under a 
Conservation Strategy grant has been doing surveys 
with the help of ODFW, US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Bureau of Land Management and a private consultant 
from Talon Scientific. 
 
 
HIGH DESERT REGION 
Chip Dale, Region Manager 

Winter Conditions and Deer 
Winter conditions in the Klamath Watershed were very 
mild with above average temperatures and little 
precipitation through mid-February.  So far, spring 
conditions have been cool and wet which has delayed 
spring green up.  All big game observed during spring 
census appeared to be in very good body condition 
coming out of the mild winter.   
 
Although over-winter fawn survival for mule deer was 
good (51%-72%), most of the forested units had low 
fawn numbers going into the winter, resulting in fawn 
recruitment below maintenance levels. Spring fawn 
ratios in the desert units were generally at or above 
maintenance levels. 
 

Winter conditions in the Malheur Watershed were 
milder than normal.  Below average precipitation and 
above average temperatures kept the winter ranges 
snow free most of the winter. Overwinter survival was 
generally better than average (64-84%). However, low 
fawn ratios going into winter means mule deer 
recruitment is at or below maintenance level in most 
forested units.  Desert areas in the southern portion of 
the watershed had better recruitment with fawn ratios 
near 40/100 does.   
 
A mule deer hair loss syndrome first observed last 
winter was one again present this year. It appears to be 
spreading in geographic distribution but the proportion 
of affected animals in the herd remains low, less than 
1%.  Affected animals are infested with an exotic louse 
(Bovicila tibialis). 
 
Winter conditions throughout the Deschutes 
Watershed were generally dry and mild through the 
winter period. Precipitation levels remained below 
average until late February to early March. Mid to high 
elevation habitats were generally snow free until 
February, when a string of storms finally brought 
Cascade snow amounts to near normal conditions. 
Spring green up in the Hood and White River units is 
good at lower elevations, and within the Maupin and 
West Biggs, the entire area shows good spring forage 
condition.  To the south (upper Deschutes) and east 
(Ochoco Mountains) snow pack remains high in the 
upper elevations and little green-up has occurred. 
 
In the north of the Deschutes Watershed, spring flights 
revealed excellent over-winter survival of deer fawns 
(91-95%). Elk calves averaged 19/100 throughout the 
district, which appears slightly lower than the past three 
years. District personnel flew a Quadrat survey in the 
Maupin unit to develop a population estimate. 
Preliminary analysis of the data shows an estimated 
population for the unit of 2796 deer (+/-572). This 
compares with the 2011 estimate of 2400 deer based on 
trend. 
 
Bighorn sheep populations continue to increase in the 
district, with a total of 583 animals observed in the 
Deschutes and the west John Day. 
 
An elk sightability survey was conducted in the Ochoco 
unit this year and generated a population estimate of 
4032 (+/- 624) elk.  This compares to a 1997 estimate 
of 3459 elk.  In 2012, elk composition count ratios 
were 8 bulls and 31 calves/100 cows in the Maury unit, 
27 bulls and 41 calves/100 cows in the Ochoco unit, 
and 15 bulls and 42 calves/100 cows in the Grizzly 
unit. 
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Spring deer composition counts revealed 43 fawns/100 
adults in the Ochoco unit for 100% overwinter fawn 
survival, and 45 fawns/100 adults in the Grizzly unit 
for a 90% overwinter fawn survival rate 
 
Deer sightability surveys were conducted in the Paulina 
Unit this year producing a population estimate of 
13,211 (+/- 1978) deer. In comparison, the most recent 
(2008) sightability survey estimated 8,892 (+/- 1476) 
deer. 
 
Spring deer composition surveys showed population 
estimates of 1300 in the Upper Deschutes Unit, 10,300 
in the Paulina Unit, 5600 in the Metolius Unit, and 
1000, in the Wagontire Unit.  Over winter fawn 
survival ranged from a low of 65% in the Upper 
Deschutes to a high of 100% in the Wagontire and 
Metolius. 
 
Elk surveys classified a total of 258 elk yielding ratios 
of 13 bulls and 31 calves/100 cows.  Most elk were 
found in the Metolius Unit. 
 
Klamath Basin Late Goose Season 
Since the start of the late goose season in 2007, geese 
have not returned to the Klamath Basin in appreciable 
numbers until early March.  Initial thoughts each year 
were that delayed start of migration was due to various 
weather conditions.  It appears now that this is normal 
migration timing and hunting will always be slow 
during the early part of the damage season.    
 
This year, persistent hunters did quite well during the 
last week. Department and USFWS staff conducted 
bag checks and surveys throughout the late season to 
monitor for presence of tule white-fronted geese. No 
tule geese were detected in the harvest. Tule white-
fronted geese are recognized as a separate subspecies 
and are of special concern because of relatively low 
abundance. 
 
The population estimate for greater white-fronted 
geese is now close to 900,000; nearly 600,000 above the 
adopted flyway management objective.  While the late 
season allows for some additional harvest of the spring 
migrants, the majority of the agricultural damage occurs 
after March 10 when the late season ends.   March 10 is 
the latest the USFWS framework allows for migratory 
game bird hunting.  Agricultural producers continue to 
ask for the late season to extend after March 10, and 
continue to actively pursue means of addressing 
damage outside of what USFWS currently allows. 
Discussions among county leaders, state legislators, and 
the Farm Bureau are ongoing, and our department is 
trying to assist in any way possible.  
 

 
 
This was the second year for a late white goose season 
in Malheur County to address agricultural damage.  
Geese began arriving in good numbers around March 1 
and remained throughout the season. Hunters appeared 
to be more successful than last season due to higher 
goose use in the area and hunters gaining more 
experience with this season. Similar to the situation in 
the Klamath Basin, this season provides some damage 
relief through March 10, but the geese adapt quickly 
and hazing became ineffective shortly after the season 
ended.   
 
Spring Migration at Summer Lake Wildlife Area 
Wetlands and associated agricultural lands in Klamath, 
Lake and Harney counties fall within a broad 
geographical region known as SONEC (Southern 
Oregon Northeast California). It is critically important 
area serving as spring migration habitat to Pacific 
Flyway waterbirds.  Millions of waterfowl move 
through SONEC each spring from California wintering 
areas to distant breeding locales in Alaska, Canada and 
Russia. Nutrients acquired in this area provide energy 
that sustains many during their long migration to as far 
away as the Arctic Region.  Body reserves are built that 
help assure successful breeding into the late spring and 
early summer.   
 
Weekly counts at Summer Lake Wildlife Area (SLWA) 
have documented between 2 and 3 million waterfowl 
use days February through April annually. 
 
Neck banded tundra swans, snow and tule greater 
white-fronted geese with unique codes observed at 
SLWA document individuals banded at discreet 
breeding locations throughout the Pacific Flyway. This 
demonstrates the importance of SLWA wetlands on a 
Continental and International scale.  Examples include: 
• Tundra swans from the Alaska Peninsula, 

Kotzebue Sound and Yukon Delta regions of 
Alaska are observed annually. 

• Lesser snow geese from Wrangel Island, Russia, 
Banks Island in the Western Canadian Arctic and 
the North Slope of Alaska appear each year. 
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• Unique habitats at SLWA host a large number of 
tule greater white-fronted geese travelling between  
nesting areas in the Upper Cook Inlet of Alaska 
and wintering areas in Sacramento Valley, CA.  
Often the same individuals are observed at SLWA 
in successive years, both spring and fall. 

 

 
(photo courtesy of California Dept. Fish & Game) 
 
Utilizing similar marking techniques at SLWA life 
history and habitat use information is gained for 
important Conservation Strategy Species.   
 
The leg banded sandhill crane photographed in 2009 
was hatched and later banded as a colt (chick) at 
Summer Lake Wildlife Area (SLWA) in 1984 and has 
made annual trips to the Sacramento-San Joaquin River 
Delta region of California.  It was recently observed on 
April 2, 2012 on his traditional nesting territory in 
Bullgate Refuge on SLWA.  He is now 28 years old and 
has over 20,000 Frequent Flyer Miles!  
 

  
(Photo courtesy of Dave Budeau) 
 
 
SOUTHWEST REGION 
Larry Cooper, Region Manager 

Another successful winter steelhead hatchery program 
just concluded on the South Umpqua River.  Over 
110,000 smolts were acclimated and released into the 
South Umpqua basin.  Fish were released from 3 
locations; the Canyonville acclimation site, the Seven 
Feathers Casino acclimation site, and Eastwood 
Elementary School.   

 
Over 60 pair of wild steelhead have been collected by 
anglers for brood stock, nearly meeting our brood goal 
one month earlier than usual.   
 
More than 450 students have gone through our 
education program at Canyonville this year.  Topics 
discussed included fish passage and fishways, basic data 
collection, fish anatomy and life cycles, healthy stream 
habitat for fish, invasive species, and boating safety.  
This program not only provides an opportunity for 
anglers to harvest winter steelhead as they return as 
adults to the area between Roseburg and Canyonville 
but it also promotes multi-agency, non-profit, school, 
and public partnerships. 
 
Other groups involved with this program include the 
Umpqua Fisherman’s Association, Partnership for 
Umpqua Rivers, Douglas Timber Operators, Cow 
Creek Band of Umpqua Indians, local fishing guides, 
local elementary schools, US Forest Service, and many 
volunteers. 
 
Volunteers also spent many long nights working to 
keep the fish alive during periods of high March floods.  
These extra efforts by several volunteers made for 
another great year. 
 

 
 
 
NORTHWEST REGION 
Chris Wheaton, Region Manager 

Black-tailed Deer Plan Implementation  
Regional wildlife biologists are part of an intensive 
effort to implement the Black-tailed Deer Management 
Plan. We have convened regional teams of hunters, 
landowners, agency staff and interested members of the 
public to work in focus units. In the Northwest Region 
these include the Trask and Indigo units, with the Alsea 
as a control. Team meetings have been held to discuss 
limiting factors, population management objectives and 
strategies to address the issues impacting our deer 
herds. Habitat has been a major focus of the 
discussions so far.  
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We are also engaged in trapping and radio-collaring deer 
as part of the implementation process. This has been a 
relatively slow process as we have not been able to 
effectively use helicopter tactics as we do for many other 
big game species. Access to higher elevations has also 
been limited due to snow and downed trees. We have 
successfully captured and radio-collared approximately 
two dozen deer to date. These animals are monitored at 
least twice a week. We are combining our capture efforts 
with surveys of hair loss syndrome. Hair Loss Syndrome 
appears to be light to moderate this year and very 
localized. We are planning on bringing on several interns 
from Oregon State University this summer to help with 
the Region’s Black-tailed deer plan implementation 
efforts.  
 
Wildlife Habitat Conservation Management and 
Riparian Lands Tax Incentive Programs 
Both of these programs were created through 
legislative action and are designed to encourage and 
promote fish and wildlife habitat protection through 
tax incentives. OAR Division 430 directs ODFW 
aspects of these programs. Currently 14 counties 
participate. Cities are also eligible, which may add 
substantially to workload in the future. The rules 
require an initial inspection and then periodic and 
regular ODFW compliance inspections of the 
properties in the program.  
 
Our wildlife staff is concerned that we are falling 
behind on our required compliance inspections.  For 
example, there are currently 42 active plans in Lane 
County totaling approximately 1,500 acres and 73 plans 
in Marion and Polk counties totaling 1998 acres. 
 
Our biologists are very enthusiastic about the program 
and truly enjoy working with the very positive and 
upbeat landowners that want to participate. That 
usually involves a site visit, determining the species 
present, making a habitat map and writing up the 
habitat management tasks needed on each property.  
 

 
 
Our staff has managed to reach out and solidify 
relationships with a number of Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts, who have helped tremendously 
with these tasks. Many Districts are actively helping 
landowners write plans, but there are other areas in the 
region where ODFW is the only resource available to 
help with the program.  
 
As the inspection work load has continued to grow we 
are faced with some tough decisions about workload. 
Consistent with the OARs, the decision was made to 
notify Lane and Polk counties that we would be 
limiting the number of new plans and properties for 
enrollment this year to catch up on inspections.  Staff 
will develop criteria to evaluate proposed properties to 
ensure that the properties with the highest habitat 
values are added to the program.   
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/lands/whcmp/landowner
_guide.pdf 
 
Winter Steelhead  
Angler success has generally been very good for 
steelhead this winter, though conditions have been 
challenging at times. There have been particularly good 
reports from the Wilson, Trask, and Sandy.  The winter 
steelhead count at Willamette Falls was 5,239 fish as of 
April 6, well above the most recent five year average.  
These are all wild fish. 

 
 
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Program Administrator 

ODFW Outdoors on the Oregon Coast 
Recreational opportunities on the Oregon Coast are 
being highlighted in several ODFW Outdoors 
workshops.  In May, razor clams will be the target 
during two one-day workshops at Fort Stevens State  
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planning map of where Marine Renewable Energy 
devices may be deployed in Oregon’s territorial sea (out 
to 3 nautical miles offshore).  The planning process is 
being led by staff from the Department of Land 
Conservation and Development, while the seabed lease 
and permitting process will be implemented by the 
Department of State Lands.  ODFW’s Marine 
Resources Program staff is involved in providing 
ecological data and analysis to the process to identify 
where Goal 19 resources occur in the territorial sea and 
should be protected from development impacts.  
Ultimately, the Land Conservation and Development 
Commission will be taking final action to adopt the 
policy and planning map for siting Marine Renewable 
Energy. 
 
Concurrently, the planning process for the federal 
waters off of Oregon’s shore continues.  The Bureau of 
Ocean Energy and Management task force met last 
week to continue discussions of how and where to 
allow seabed lease for Marine Renewable Energy 
devices (both wave and wind harnessing devices 
beyond 3 nautical miles).   
 
 
OREGON STATE POLICE FISH 
AND WILDLIFE DIVISION 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Division Director 

Fisheries 
Several Troopers recently attended the Saltwater 
Sportsman Show at the Salem Fairgrounds.  Troopers 
constructed a new Ocean fisheries display for the show 
and received numerous positive comments from the 
public regarding the display.  Over 800 people attended 
the two day show.  Troopers answered questions 
regarding ocean fisheries regulations, offered helpful 
hints on plotting GPS coordinates for the Stonewall 
Bank Yelloweye Rockfish Conservation Area, and used 
the head and tails from Chinook and Coho to 
demonstrate to the public how to differentiate between 
the two species. 

 
 

 
 
Wildlife 
Trooper Baimbridge (Roseburg) received anonymous 
information from the Oregon TIP line of subjects 
poaching three Black-tail deer.  Trooper Baimbridge 
followed up on the report and found it to be accurate.  
Three subjects shot three deer while coyote hunting.  
The deer were still hanging in one subject’s 
outbuilding.  All three subjects had their rifles seized 
and were cited and released for Unlawful Take of 
Black-tail Deer Closed Season.  The deer carcasses 
were released to Wildlife Safari. 
 
 
END OF FIELD REPORTS FOR  
April 20, 2012 


